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Chapter statutory in 1844; after that it could be limited only by
_XL Imperial Act,1 as was done in the case of the Common-
wealth of Australia and the Union of South Africa, as
has been seen above, until by the Statute of West-
minster power was given generally to abolish the appeal
if desired. But the States of Australia have not this
authority.
The system of appeals2 which has been set up is
simplified by the activity of the Privy Council Office
after the Colonial Conference of 1907, when the issue
was discussed. The general doctrine is now laid down
that appeals shall normally be contemplated only from
the highest court in each territory. From it, it shall he
either (1) as of right when certain conditions are ful-
filled, or (2) by special leave of the local court when in
its opinion the question involved is one which, by reason
of its great general or public importance or otherwise,
ought to be submitted to the King in Council for
decision, or (3) by special leave obtained from the
Judicial Committee itself. The use of the special power
applies both to cases where the local court has not seen
fit to grant leave to appeal, and to appeals from inferior
courts, which are normally not permitted, but which it
is within the power of the Judicial Committee under
the Act of 1844 to admit. The condition for an appeal
of right is normally that the matter in dispute is of the
value of £500 or upwards, or where the appeal involves
directly or indirectly some claim or question respecting
property or other civil right of the value of £500 or
upwards. The sum varies from the normal in certain
cases; it is £300 in New Brunswick, 4000 dollars in
1 Nadan v. R., [1926] A.C. 482.
2 N. Bentwich, Privy Council Practice (1926).

